Contemporary Perspectives on Social Policy, Education, Family and Development
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This class, taught by an interdisciplinary team of five professors, will present various

perspectives on social policy, education, family and child development in contemporary

Japan. Each session consists of lectures and discussions. Students are expected to

actively participate in class discussions.
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8/1(K) | 1:2-7-8 | BFHIVY | VIU¥-LRIE Gender and Families

8/2(&) (1-2-7-8 | Kk #E #HE2BEREER | Social Policy and Employment

8/3(%) REEDHCHBNEEDBERITOVNTORSE

8/5(R) | 1:2-7-8 | K&FHF(X) vEMREEHEX | Sociocultural Influences on
(45E7 Psychological Health

8/6(k) | 1:2-78 | & R #gEmeo2n=xs | Mechanism of Educational Inequity:
gsoeERBLUH | Parents’ Cultural and Social Capital
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8/7(k) | 1-2-7-8 | #h & FUbomEL£0%E | Child Abuse and It' s Effects on Child Development
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8/8(RK) BEEMERMD RS | A study tour of research facilities (to be

announced)
8/9(%&) £{KT'12hy¥3y | General discussion
Timetable

Date Period Lecturer Field & Topics

8/1 Thu 1-2-7-8 | Ishii kuntz Gender and Families

8/2Fri | 1:2-7-8 | Nagase Social Policy and Employment

8/3 Sat General discussion

8/5Mon | 1:2-7-8 | Ohmori Sociocultural Influences on Psychological Health




8/6 Tue | 1:2-7-8 | Tarumi Mechanism of Educational Inequity: Parents’ Cultural

and Social Capital

8/7 Wed | 1:2-7-8 | Sakakihara | Child Abuse and It’s Effects on Child Development

8/8 Thu A study tour of research facilities (to be announced)

8/9 Fri General discussion
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In this section, I will focus on how Japanese families are gendered in terms of the
division of household labor. Various studies including my own will be read and discussed
from sociological perspectives. Contents include paternal involvement in child care and
housework, mother’s child care stress and career development. Students’ active

participation in discussions is encouraged throughout the sessions.
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I will first focus on Japanese Social Policy, its features in terms of public pension,
medication, old age care and infant care as well as various employment protections.
After an overview, various studies including my own will be read and discussed from
labor economics and social policy point of view. Contents include descriptive analysis of
Japanese social protection system concerning work and care. We will also read papers
on female promotion and employment at large firms in comparative perspective, also on
non-standard employment. Students’ active participation in discussions is encouraged

throughout the sessions.
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There is no question at all about the fact that psychological health is a key to make our
lives satisfying and productive. This section invites participants to gain better
understandings on psychological health/distress and sociocultural influences on the
development and maintenance of psychological problems. In particular, the class
introduces issues of body image and pathological eating behaviors of young women.
Other forms of psychological problems will be also introduced in conjunction with
sociocultural aspects of psychological problems. An additional goal of this section is to
discuss the importance of integrating cultural/diversity issues into understanding
human behaviors in various settings. These aims will be accomplished through class
discussion, group exercises, and film clips as well as lecturing. Active participation is

strongly encouraged.
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In this section, we will focus on mechanism of inequity in educational outcome in Japan.
The first part will cover two sociological concepts that explain the mechanism of why
inequity persists, cultural capital and social capital. The second part will review
comparative data from Hong Kong, Shanghai and Japan to examine the effects of

parents’ cultural and social capital on student achievement. The third part will be



discussion on the concept of cultural and social capital based on local context of

participants.
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Child abuse is among the most devastating problems surrounding contemporary
children. Although physical abuse was once regarded as the most prominent form of
child abuse, neglect, child labor and trafficking in children are now also regarded as
forms of child abuse. In this class, after lectures on general overview of child abuse,
discussions on possible measures for the prevention of child abuse will be made among

the students.



