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Purpose:  The purpose of this course is to examine the nature and application of feminist 
teaching and research methods in family social science.  
 
Instructor:  Katherine R. Allen, Ph.D. 
Professor of Family Studies 
Department of Human Development  
401C Wallace Hall (0416) 
Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University 
Blacksburg, VA 24061 (USA) 
kallen@vt.edu 
 
Content: As shown in the course outline below, we will cover a range of topics designed to 
maximize student involvement in feminist methodologies used in the family field.  
 
Teaching Plan: The course will consist of lectures, readings, group participation, and individual 
presentations on the topics of feminist teaching and research. Students will use a variety of media 
(texts, film, observations, in-depth conversation, and critical analysis) to define, examine, and 
understand the development and current use of feminist methods in pedagogy and scholarship.  
 
Tentative Course Outline: (Class meets from 4:40-7:50) 
Class DATE TOPICS READINGS 
1 1/7 • Introduction to the course 

• Defining feminist methods 
– For teaching 
– For research 

Allen, Lloyd & Few 
Andersen 
 

2 1/8 • Comparisons and examples in pedagogies:   
– Traditional teaching methods  
– Feminist teaching methods 

Allen 
Fishel 
 

3 1/9 • The importance of feminist reflective practices 
– The practice of reflective writing  
– Passionate scholarship and teaching 

DuBois 
Lloyd et al. 

4 1/13 • Applications of feminist teaching methods to 
contemporary contexts:  
– Face-to-face classrooms  
– Diverse learning communities  
– Online pedagogical methods 

Dill et al. 
Kleinman 

5 1/14 • Bringing feminist perspectives into research  
– Research design  
– Data collection and analysis strategies 
– Researcher perspectives 

Das Gupta 
Ishii-Kuntz 
 



6 1/15 • Student reports of exemplars of Japanese family 
scholarship using feminist research methods 

 

7 1/16 • Course conclusion and evaluation 
• Future directions and student reflections 
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