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In 1945, The Republic Democratic Viet Nam was
established, its education system (including preschool education)
was developed.

1945

The early kindergarten was organized in the resistance war
period (at the evacuation region). Although its immature,
educationalists paid high attention to the child teaching
sciencifically.

There were not preschool school but training classes in order
to provide kindergarteners with necessary knowledge in child caring.
National Ministry of Education assigned specialized section which
was responsible for the child caring.
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In 1960s, systems of preschool colleges was established, the
system provided many qualified preschool teachers.

After 1975, Viet Nam was reunificated, therefore the Education
system was unified and the preschool education of Viet Nam went to
new period. The system of preschool with nursery and kindergarten was
established, material facilities were improved, qualification of teachers
was increasing. The qualification of child caring was more and more
increasing, the number of children going to the preschool was risen.

All above events make up the new power for the
development of preschool education; caring qualification, meeting
the increasing demands of society.

Today, after 60 years of establishment and development,
preschool education system of Viet Nam got great successes,
contributing to women liberation, gender equality, industrialization
and modernization of the country.

In1987, Cental Committee of Mother and Child Protection
was integrated with the Ministry of Education. From that, the system
of nursery and kindergarten was also unified.

Department of Preschool Education is agency of Ministry of
Education which is responsible for preschool education in nation

scale.
The new Code of Eduction

recognized that Preschool

eduction is the first level in Public Education System.

1 Gotoschodl
675 1 Nat gotoschoo

Ageof 1-3 Ageof 3-6

Source: Department of Preschool Education

The number of children going the
preschool: 619,614 make up 18
percent of total children in the same
age (public school: 137,287; semi-
public: 248,407; private school:
28,343; ; family
school 158,675)

The number of 3 — 6 year — old
children  going to  school:
2,622,568 make up 67,5 percent of
total children in the same age
(public school: 1,154,959; semi-
public: 1,060,690; private school:
210,257; ). The
number of kindergarten at the age
of 5 is 1,245,573 making up 94
percent of total children at the same
age.
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Background z

The integration of nursery and kindergarten ensure the
continuation between two close age groups, utilizing strong points
in educating preschool children. In 1970s of the last century,
preschool education of Viet Nam selective acquired scientific
successes of So Viet Union. Many Vietnamese experts in
preschool education were trained in So Viet Union.

2
1970

In early 1980s, disadvantages in separating two systems —
nursery and Kkindergarten were emerged. Child caring in
kindergarten was implemented scientifically while in nursery, this
caring is on basis of experience. Kindergarten was paid more
attention to than nursey in term of cirriculum, staff as well.

e In 1924, in The Poor and Miserable Newspaper, Ho Chi Minh
President wrote: “Establish the system of nursery, kindergarten
school e c. To improve society eductaion, to liberate women...”.

o 1924

« Constitution of The Democratic Republic of Viet Nam indicated
that “The government protect rights of mother and child,
development of nurseries and kindergartens”. Therefore, that is the
first time in history of Viet Nam, preschool education is the task of
the government and is paid attention to and developed.

« On 18" August, 1946, 145/SL Decree gave fundamental rules
for new eductaion system of the Democratic Republic Viet Nam as
follow: “Preschool level for children under seven year olds
belongs public education system and is organized by the arrange of
Ministry of Education.

As education science developed, caring of 0 — 3 year old
was taken into consideration more seriously, indentifying its
positon and importance.

The separation of National Committee of Mother and Child
Protection with Ministry of Education caused disadvantages in
caring, education children under 3 year old.

Also, amendments in policy for nursery teachers and
kindergarteners need the unification betweent two kind of staffs.
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In organization aspect, this integration, especially in rural area (one
- The pattern nursery — kindergarten is the most suitable preschool per commune) decreased the complex system, creating good

pattern for the change in economy, culture and society of nditions for management. This intearation school attracted man
Viet Nam in 1980s. In those years, with the disadvantages CLL D P 5 LilEy it EsieleEEetes

of marketing economy, preschool education system was preschool children, making advantages for women such as they have
affected, especially in the rural area. more time to attend political, economical areas ect. Therefore, the
To maitain and stabilize preschool education, Ministry of position of women was improved in the new period — the period of
Education decided to innovate managing way and to reconstructing country after the war.

implement socialization of preschool education, to diversify

kinds of preschool school/class

1980

Moreover, with this integration, caring and educating
program will be easy to implement; children do not have
to “change the school” from nursery to kindergarten
when he/she is to immature; the young teacher is
suitable to kindergarten, when they are not young, it is
easy to change to the nursery class.

Intergration

Colleges, universities, institute will be convinent to
choose training/research objectives. Therefore, human
resources, money, time will be saved.
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In 1987, the government decided to integrate National Committee of
Mother and Children Protection in to Ministry of Education. According the instruction, education —

Immediately after that Department of Preschool Education was . t i | I | al
established to play role of managing about preschool education. In 2nd managing Systems In focal level also

December, 1987, Ministry of Education gave 27/CT instruction on developed. Bureaus preschool education
continuing to reinforce and to widen the network of kindergarten were established in provinces; specialized
sections on preschool education were also
appointed in district level

school, to establish nursery pattern and to integrate nursery —
kindergarten schools into preschool school.

Disadvantages

-In each provinces, the integration of nursery and kindergarten

need common place which must be larger than the old. - In addition, construction of preschool school is the burden of

= education branch. The government must invest the large amount of
money to build many standardized preschool school.

-Kindergarteners have no skill in caring nursery, therefore the

assignment of the leader become more difficult. - In each local area, nursery colleges must integrate with the

= kindergarten school.

- Also, preschool colleges/universities have to standardize

curriculum to train students of preschool education. - Also, agency related to preschool research must integrate.
-Institute must integrate to research the new objectives — .

preschool children.
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Alternatives

1. Each nursery or kindergarten must developed itself to
preschool school which can care and educate children in both two
ages

2

2. Nursery must combine with kindergarten into preschool
school In reality, two above ways were done in Viet Nam

Learned from Experience

In sum, after 20 years of integration, Preschool Education of
Viet Nam possesses a common sysem of management, a common
network from central to local area, common cirriculum for
preschool children. The integration of nursery and kindergarten
play important role in development of preschool education in Viet
Nam, making new shape for this branch in the late of 1990s. High
qualitative preschool school is typical of this kind of school,
especially in Ha Noi, Ho Chi Minh and Hai Phong city ect.

- The integration need systematically carry out uder the guidance of
Ministry of Education. In 1980s, majority of nurserys and kindergartens
of Viet Nam are public school, minority of them are private but all are
collective. Therefore, it is convinent for the integration in nation scale.

-The integration should be implemented together with agency reform

such as institute reform, college reform because activities of these
agency directly related to the integration. Scientific activities such
making up cirriculum for preschool child education are conducted by
Institute of Preschool Education. Colleges play role in training preschool
techers, improving skills for old teachers for sake of integration. All
activities should reach the final target — the success of integration.
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- The integration should be implemented together with
agency reform such as institute reform, college reform
because activities of these agency directly related to the
integration. Scientific activities such making up cirriculum
for preschool child education are conducted by Institute
of Preschool Education. Colleges play role in training
preschool techers, improving skills for old teachers for
sake of integration. All activities should reach the final
target — the success of integration.

Conclusion

- The integration should be carried out in different ways
depending on the conditions of specific areas in the country.
Gradually, training course for preschool teachers were opened to
improve skills in child caring for them.

- Sociliazing education is the great policy of Viet Nam
goverment in order to increase invesment resources and to create good
conditions for all community to look after education. Over the past
years, sociliazing preschool education partially help preschool school
network develop rapidly, improve quality of preschool child education.

help preschool eduction develop, meeting demands of eco-socio
development of the country in the new period.

- Integration should be implemented comprehensively from
governmental agency to preschool institute, training unit such as colleges,
universities in the national scale.

- However, the integration also depends on the particular situation of
each local area.

- Itis clealy that after 20 years of integration, preschool eduction of
Viet Nam got many successes, child — caring quality was increasingly
improved, making the firm basis for the primary education.

- 20
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Thank you for your attention !
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